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Synopsis

In words and photographs, Power to the People is the story of the controversial Black Panther
Party, founded 50 years ago in 1966 by Bobby Seale and Huey P. Newton. A A The words are
SealeA¢a -4,¢s, with contributions by other former party members; the photographs, including
many icons of the 1960s, are by Stephen Shames, who also interviewed many other members of
the partyA¢a -4 «including Kathleen Cleaver, Elbert A¢a —-A“Big ManA¢a -As Howard, Ericka
Huggins, Emory Douglas, and William A¢a -A“Billy XA¢a —A«JenningsA¢a -4 «and supplements
his own photography with Panther ephemera and graphic art. A A Shames, a student at the
University of California, Berkeley, first encountered and photographed Seale in April 1967 at an
antiA¢a -a ceVietnam War rally. Seale became a mentor to Shames, and Shames, in turn, the most
trusted photographer to the party, remained by SealeA¢a -4,¢s side through his campaign for
mayor of Oakland in 1973. Power to the People is a testament to their warm association: At its heart
are ShamesA¢a -4,¢s memorable images, accompanied by SealeA¢a -4,¢s colorful in-depth
commentary culled from many hours of conversation. A A Admired, reviled, emulated,
misunderstood, the Black Panther Party was one of the most creative and influential responses to
racism and inequality in American history. They advocated armed self-defense to counter police
brutality, and initiated a program of patrolling the police with shotgunsA¢a -4 «and law books. A A
Published on the 50th anniversary of the partyA¢a -4,¢s founding, Power to the People is the
in-depth chronicle of the only radical political party in America to make a difference in the struggle

for civil rightsA¢a -4 «the Black Panther Party.
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Customer Reviews

"An important new book" (The New York Times)"We can&#39;t stop looking at these unforgettable

images of the Black Panthers" (Mother Jones.com)"important overview" (San Francisco Chronicle)

Stephen Shames is one of AmericaA¢a -4,¢s leading photographers dealing with social issues,
whose career began with his work with the Black Panthers. Describing his work, the New York
Times said, A¢a —-A“Mr. Shames follows in the honored tradition of Jacob Riis and Lewis

Hine.A¢a —As One of his eight books, Outside the Dream, his exploration into child poverty in
America, earned him the accolades of President Jimmy Carter and Senators Edward Kennedy and
Bill Bradley. Stephen&#39;s work has been widely exhibited and is in the permanent collections of
many museums. He represented by Steven Kasher Gallery and lives in New York City. A A Bobby
Seale was the chairman of the Black Panther Party during its most vital years. He is the author of
Seize the Time: The Story of the Black Panther Party and Huey P. Newton (1970) and A Lonely
Rage: The Autobiography of Bobby Seale (1978). Born in Liberty, Texas, he worked as a mechanic
after a stint in the Air Force. He met Huey Newton at Merritt College, where they were both enrolled
in the early 1960s, and together they founded the party. A political activist and community organizer,

he lives in Vallejo, California.

It has an interesting layout and includes the thoughts of many X Panthers. Great photos. Well worth
the price. The Black Panther Party is the most misunderstood organization in the USA. Far too
much is omitted when only reading the mainstream press -- omitted, distorted and blatantly lied
about. Most Americans haven't the foggiest idea of their mission or how they intended to accomplish
it. Freedom is a powerful concept.

disappointed that there wasn’t more on Fred Hampton and lllinois, but still a wonderful book.

It was shipped quickly! It is a very interesting book!

| love my copy so much that | bought one for my cousin. Excellent.



Incredible insight into one of the most powerful movements in history.

great gift for my mum. She liked it a lot.

Fantastic

Great book. Great pictures. Great people. Reminds us of all the positive programs the Panthers

started that haven’t gotten nearly enough attention. Build the society you want to live in.
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